
 
Eastern Ontario Staff Development Network  

Announces Recipient of the 2018 Outstanding Service Award 

It is with great pleasure that the Board of Directors for the Eastern Ontario Staff Development Network 

(EOSDN) announce that the 2018 recipient of the Outstanding Service Award is Barbara Fraser-Stiff, 

Superintendent of Education (retired) of the Limestone District School Board.  

 

A committed educator and leader, Barb is a long-standing member of EOSDN 

and a respected and insightful colleague in public education. Debra Rantz, 

Director of Education at Limestone DSB said that Barb “has always been a firm 

believer in lifelong learning and collaborative leadership.” This has been 

evidenced many times in her work with EOSDN as both a member of the Board 

of Directors and as a Supervisory Officer’s Qualification Program facilitator. In 

her support of the nomination, Director Rantz said that “the depth of planning 

that Barb put into creating an outstanding program for our executive leaders of 

tomorrow” exhibited her commitment and her “belief in servant leadership.” 

Barb’s SOQP co-facilitator, Jody DIRocco, Director of Education at Algonquin and Lakeshore Catholic 

DSB, wrote of his deep respect for her, adding “as a superintendent and as contributing member of 

EOSDN, Barb’s commitment to leadership, learning and to student achievement and well-being was 

evident in all her endeavours.” 

“As a leader in public education across the region of Eastern Ontario, Barb has been a caring, diligent, 

insightful colleague,” said Pino Buffone, Director of Education, Renfrew County DSB.  Serving with Mr. 

Buffone on the EOSDN Board of Directors, in the position as Vice Chair, Barb was a strong supporter of 

the Network and its initiatives to embolden professional learning and student achievement. She was a 

calm voice who had a “thoughtful, sage perspective,” added Mr. Buffone.  

“Willing to shoulder broad system-level leadership roles across EOSDN, Barb explicitly demonstrated 

that in order to change the larger system you have to engage with it in a meaningful way,” said Director 

DiRocco.  

Before her work as a member of the EOSDN Board of Directors, Barb ensured the coordination of 

learning teams at Limestone DSB to participate in EOSDN’s Thinking Symposium, Leadership Academy 

and Le français à coeur. Even though she had just retired, Barb continued to serve by contributing to the 

work of the EOSDN visioning and planning session “which is a testament to her commitment to the 

Network’s goals for responsive professional learning and collegial sharing for the purpose of improving 

student achievement.” This commitment demonstrates Barb’s “conviction that succession planning is 

our collective responsibility and that the students of Ontario deserve the best educators and leaders we 

can give them.” 

The EOSDN Board of Directors will present Barb with the Outstanding Service Award on May 24, 2018 

during the Network’s annual dinner being held at the Four Points Sheraton in Kingston.  Congratulations 

Barb! 
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For additional information, please contact Deborah Pennell, pennelld@queensu.ca or at 613-533-6223 
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