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“One of the most exciting and energetic forms of 
thought is the question. I always think that the 
question is like a lantern. It illuminates new 
landscapes and new areas as it moves. Therefore, 
the question always assumes that there are many 
different dimensions to a thought that you are 
either blind to or that are not available to you. So a 
question is really one of the forms in which wonder 
expresses itself. One of the reasons that we 
wonder is because we are limited, and that 
limitation is one of the great gateways to wonder.”  
 
John O’Donohue 
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Seven Actions of Assessment for 
Learning 
Students… 

•  Have a clear learning destination 
•  Use samples to understand quality and 

development 
•  Participate in the co-construction of criteria 
•  Are involved in feedback cycles to feed the learning 

forward, including self- and peer assessment 
•  Collect evidence to prove that they have learned 
•  Set goals for their next steps 
•  Communicate their learning to others, both formally 

and informally 
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One-point 
rubric 
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Product sample for basis 
of co-constructing criteria 
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Students analyze sample 
for aspects of quality  
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Modelling – in 
chunks – a 
conversation that 
deals with a 
controversial topic 
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Students analyze the 
demonstration for 
characteristics of quality 
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Dialogue:  Assessment Strategy 
 
The presenting teacher responds to these questions: 
•  Describe your artifact, including why this was the strategy, idea, 

or concept that you chose to apply from the last session? 
•  What did you do in your instruction or your leadership that 

resulted in this artifact? 
•  What did you notice about the use of this strategy on your 

students’ learning? 
•  As a result of applying this strategy, idea, or concept, what have 

you learned? 
•  What refinements might you make another time? 
 
Colleagues respond after the above questions have been 
answered: 
•  What additional questions do you have for your colleague? 
•  What might you take from your colleague’s work that will impact 

your thinking or action? 
	 ©	2019	Building	ConnecBons	Publishing	Inc.		All	rights	reserved			www.connect2learning.com	
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•  demonstrate in everyday contexts attributes, skills, and work habits developed through 
investigations into issues of political importance (e.g., demonstrate attributes such as 
empathy and respect for other people; use listening and critical-thinking skills to engage 
in informed discussions, consider other points of view, and express informed opinions; 
use work habits such as working independently and taking initiative in a school project or 
their part-time job) – Politics in Action: Making Change Grade 11 Open 

  
•  select and use the most appropriate active listening strategies when participating in a 

wide range of situations (e.g., pose questions to a student presenter that require the 
presenter to justify and extend his/her beliefs;2understandand acknowledge a dissenting 
opinion in a small-group discussion3)  - English Grade 12 U Prep 

 
•  The mathematical processes are to be integrated into student learning in all areas of 

this course: 
•  select and use a variety of concrete, visual, and electronic learning tools and 

appropriate computational strategies to investigate mathematical ideas and to solve 
problems 

•  communicate mathematical thinking orally, visually, and in writing, using precise 
mathematical vocabulary and a variety of appropriate representations, and 
observing mathematical conventions 

 
•  select appropriate instruments (e.g., glass-ware, calorimeter, thermometer) and materials 

(e.g., chemical compounds and solutions), and identify appropriate methods, techniques, 
and procedures, for each inquiry – Chemistry Grade 12 U Prep 
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ELA 8 - exchange ideas and opinions to clarify understanding and to broaden personal perspectives 
 
Mathematics 9 - Develop and implement a project plan for the collection, display and analysis of data 
by: 
•formulating a question for investigation 
•choosing a data collection method that includes social considerations 
•selecting a population or a sample 
•collecting the data 
•displaying the collected data in an appropriate manner 
•drawing conclusions to answer the question. 
 
Social Studies 7 - Students will demonstrate skills of cooperation, conflict resolution and consensus 
building:  
•assume various roles within groups, including roles of leadership where appropriate  
•identify and use a variety of strategies to resolve conflicts peacefully and equitably  
•consider the needs and perspectives of others  
 
Science 8 - follow established safety procedures for handling apparatus and materials (e.g., wash 
hands after preparing materials for slides)and use microscopes correctly and safely (e.g., carry t e 
microscope with both hands, place it near the centre of the desk, ensure that the sun cannot be 
directly focused through the instrument when sunlight is used for illumination, keep both eyes open 
when viewing to avoid eye strain) 
-  use a microscope correctly and safely to find and observe components of plant and animal cells 

(e.g., using an onion slice or a prepared slide of a protist) and make accurate drawings of their 
observations 

-  prepare dry- and wet-mount slides of a variety of objects for use with a microscope (e.g., apiece of 
newspaper, a hair) 
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ELA 5 - explain, in conversations with peersand/or the teacher or in a reader’s 
notebook, how their skills in listening, speaking, writing, viewing, and 
representing help them make sense of what they read (e.g., viewing a television 
pro-gram or video about a topic before reading a text on the same topic builds 
back-ground knowledge, introduces content-specific vocabulary, and offers a 
different perspective on the topic)  
 
Mathematics 2 - read primary data presented in concretegraphs, pictographs, 
line plots, simple bar graphs, and other graphic organizers (e.g., tally charts, 
diagrams), and describe the data using mathematical language(e.g.,“Our bar 
graph shows that 4 more students walk to school than take the bus.”) 
 
Achievement Chart- Thinking .The use of critical and creative thinking skills 
and/or processes: 
– planning skills (e.g., understanding the problem, making a plan for solving the 
problem) 
– processing skills (e.g., carrying out a plan, looking back at the solution) 
– critical/creative thinking processes (e.g., inquiry, problem solving) 
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Observations/Conversations 
Mathematics - Communications 
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Date 
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Date 
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TCEA 

 
T=uses mathematical terminology and vocabulary appropriately  
C=responds clearly in sufficient detail so thinking can be understood by others with little inference 
E=elaborates to explain mathematical ideas 
A=explains alternate ways  
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Welcome to Day Two! 



The	Thinking	Symposium	-	April	2019	

sandra@connect2learning.com	 26	

 
I believe we can change the world if we start 
listening to one another again.  Simple, honest, 
human conversation.  Not mediation, negotiation, 
problem solving, debate or public meetings.  Simple 
truthful conversation where we each have a chance 
to speak, we each feel heard, and we each listen 
well.  We have the opportunity many times a day, 
every day, to be the one who listens to others, 
curious rather than certain. 
 
Margaret Wheatley 
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Students self-assessment in areas of observations 
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Observations/Conversations 
ELA - Communication 
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R=uses respectful language 
P=paraphrases what someone has said before responding 
E=supports ideas with evidence 
C=makes personal/world connections 
V=uses precise and relevant vocabulary 



The	Thinking	Symposium	-	April	2019	

sandra@connect2learning.com	 31	

©	2019	Building	ConnecBons	Publishing	Inc.		All	rights	reserved			www.connect2learning.com	

Observations/Conversations 
ELA - Communication 
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R=uses respectful language 
P=paraphrases what someone has said before responding 
E=supports ideas with evidence 
C=makes personal/world connections 
V=uses precise and relevant vocabulary 
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Checking for inter-rater 
reliability in relation to 
observables 
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You can find out more at… 
http://sandraherbst.blogspot.ca/ 

 
Contact me at… 

sandra@connect2learning.com 
 

Follow me… 
@Sandra_Herbst 
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