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Seven Actions of Assessment for
Learning

Students. ..

* Have a clear learning destination

* Use samples to understand quality and
development

* Participate in the co-construction of criteria

* Are involved in feedback cycles to feed the learning
forward, including self- and peer assessment

* Collect evidence to prove that they have learned

* Set goals for their next steps

* Communicate their learning to others, both formally
and informally
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Students analyze sample
for aspects of quality
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Modelling — in
chunks — a
conversation that
deals with a
controversial topic
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Students analyze the
demonstration for
characteristics of quality
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C Criteria for C ial C

Communication | Maintain respectful
- Voice
Tone
Language - word choice and phrasing
Body language
Eye contact
Examples and evidence
Opinions

Construct a comfortable environment
Seek to understand each other

+ Avoid deliberate provocation
Paraphrase the thoughts of others

Listen to hear rather than listen to speak
Attempt to communicate the degree of fullness (or *partialness”) of an individual thought

Encourage participation
Use names
Demonstrate appreciation for others

Practice self-regulation
De-escalate and argument to a conversation

Avoid i ions, side ions, dismissive behaviour
Topic Set boundaries for discussion

Select a subject

Provide a pu

e
Evaluate the stream of evidence and/or information

Thought Value what others have to say
Employ rhetoric to convince rather than to argue

Provide an assertion/argument/position
Ask clarifying questions to others and to self
Explore thoughts and understandings|

Aim for objectivity
to include all i ion and all
Reflect on individual biases

Seek to understand the complexity of the topic
Maintain flexibility in argument
Complete thoughts whenever possible

Employ relevant and accurate examples
Focus on the task

Organize ideas
Connect comments together in a coherent train of thought
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Modelling the act of giving
feedback
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Proof Card

Here is proof that | included all of
the main ideas in order...

Proof card

Here is proof that I....

.y my writing...

Proof Card

Here is proof that | left out specific
details...

Proof card

Here is proof that I....

.y my writing...

Proof Card

Here is proof that | read my work
over and asked,“Does this make
sense?"...

Proof card

Here is proof that I....

«..in my writing...
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friend. Tomas is sad to leave, but thankfully the library lady has given

Tomas one last book. €Qis is a book, igh, that he gets to keep

forever and read over and over again to his grandfather on the long

ride back to Texas.
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What Counts When Solving Math Problems

Criteria

Evidence

[The work you show 16 get 1o the answer

Rewrites the the equation in brackets
Outside of the brackets and puts
Together the like terms.

[Strategios usea

Reread the question and points out
The most important parts of the data.
Uses calculator to get accurate
Answers for like terms.

[Showing pictures

[Using Formuias

[Therefore smiements

Restated that she had found the
Answer to the problem.

[Showing final answer

She show final answer with all steps.
And checks answer when finished.

[Using i information

Takes every significant part of data
From the question and used it into
In finding the total amount of tomatoet
Harvested.

What Counts When Solving Math Problems

Criteria

Evidence

[The work you show 15 get 1o the answer

Rewrites the the equation in brackets
Outside of the brackets and puts
Together the like terms.

[Stategies used

Reread the question and points out
The most important parts of the data.
Uses calculator to get accurate
Answers for like terms.

[Showing pictures

[Using Formuias

Theretore siatements

Restated that she had found the
Answer to the problem.

[Showing final answer

She show final answer with all steps.
And checks answer when finished.

[Using il information

Takes every significant part of data
From the question and used it into

In finding the total amount of tomatoef
Harvested.
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N U J T Wy U9 O 4 T O
What Counts‘ ollaboration?

Communicates in a positive
way

JS eSpectd alnguayge
@ izes negative expressions
ens to the ideas of others
istens to the concerns of others
Responds positively to others
Does not “put down” others

Understands and stays Understand the task
focussed on the task Attends

Is punctual
Is prepared
Fulfills the assigned role within the g o
Does share of the work
Works towards the goal
Stays on task

Shares information

Engages with others Participates in discussion
cooperatively Cooperates

Compromises as necessary
Reflects on the work

Builds relationships with others
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Criteria often leads us
to the need to collect
evidence from beyond
product
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Observations
Writers’ Workshop

Name Date Date Date Date Date Date

RSKTC |RSKTC |RSKTC |RSKTC |RSKTC |RSKTC

RSKTC |[RSKTC [RSKTC [RSKTC |RSKTC |RSKTC
RSKTC |RSKTC |RSKTC |[RSKTC |RSKTC |RSKTC

RSKTC |RSKTC |[RSKTC |[RSKTC |RSKTC |RSKTC

RSKTC |RSKTC |RSKTC |[RSKTC |RSKTC |RSKTC

RSKTC |RSKTC |RSKTC |RSKTC |RSKTC |RSKTC
RSKTC |RSKTC |RSKTC |RSKTC |RSKTC |RSKTC

RSKTC |RSKTC |RSKTC |RSKTC |RSKTC |RSKTC

RSKTC |[RSKTC |[RSKTC |RSKTC |RSKTC |RSKTC
RSKTC |RSKTC |RSKTC |RSKTC |RSKTC |RSKTC

R=uses resources around the classroom to write S=gets started independently K=keeps him/herself writing
T=talk about his/her writing C=uses criteria for writing

© 2018 Building Connections Publishing Inc. — All rights reserved www.connect2learning.com

Observations/Conversations
Mathematics - Communications

Name Date Date Date Date Date Date

TCEA TCEA TCEA TCEA TCEA TCEA

TCEA TCEA TCEA TCEA TCEA TCEA

TCEA TCEA TCEA TCEA TCEA TCEA

TCEA TCEA TCEA TCEA TCEA TCEA

TCEA TCEA TCEA TCEA TCEA TCEA

TCEA TCEA TCEA TCEA TCEA TCEA

TCEA TCEA TCEA TCEA TCEA TCEA
TCEA TCEA TCEA TCEA TCEA TCEA
TCEA TCEA TCEA TCEA TCEA TCEA
TCEA TCEA TCEA TCEA TCEA TCEA

T=uses mathematical terminology and vocabulary appropriately

C=responds clearly in sufficient detail so thinking can be understood by others with little inference
E=elaborates to explain mathematical ideas

A=explains alternate ways

© 2018 Building Connections Publishing Inc. All rights reserved www.connect2learning.com
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Observation s sussaiis
Mathematics
ate . Date | Date | Date
(4

TCEA |TCEA

| TCEA

TCEA CEA
CE CEA
TCEA TCEA  |TCEA

|TCEA |TCEA |TCEA  |TCEA

. 4;..1 m!",’-.!“-‘“?:%!%‘

U\

.....

10 explain
=explains allernate ways
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Quantifying evidence from observations
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Observations/Conversations
ELA - Communication

Name Date Date Date Date Date Date

RPECV |RPECV |RPECV |RPECV |RPECV |RPECV

RPECV |RPECV |RPECV |RPECV |RPECV |RPECV

RPECV | RPECV |RPECV |RPECV |RPECV |RPECV

RPECV | RPECV |RPECV |RPECV |RPECV |RPECV

RPECV | RPECV |RPECV |RPECV |RPECV |RPECV

RPECV | RPECV |RPECV |RPECV |RPECV |RPECV

RPECV |RPECV |RPECV |RPECV |RPECV |RPECV

RPECV |RPECV |RPECV |RPECV |RPECV |RPECV

RPECV |RPECV |RPECV |RPECV |RPECV |RPECV

RPECV |RPECV |RPECV |RPECV |RPECV |RPECV

R=uses respectful language

P=paraphrases what someone has said before responding
E=supports ideas with evidence

C=makes personal/world connections

V=uses precise and relevant vocabulary

© 2018 Building Connections Publishing Inc. All rights reserved www.connect2learning.com

Observations/Conversations
ELA - Communication

Name Date Date Date
RPECV RPECV RPECV
RPECV RPECV RPECV
RPECV RPECV RPECV
RPECV RPECV RPECV
RPECV RPECV RPECV
RPECV RPECV RPECV
RPECV RPECV RPECV
RPECV RPECV RPECV
RPECV RPECV RPECV
RPECV RPECV RPECV

R=uses respectful language

P=paraphrases what someone has said before responding
E=supports ideas with evidence

C=makes personal/world connections

V=uses precise and relevant vocabulary
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QUESTIONS ARE MEDIATIVE...

*Approachable voice
*Elicit a slow response @
*Move thinking from reaction to reflection O
*Plural forms @

*Exploratory and tentative language O
*Positive Presuppositions @

*Open ended — allow foinultiple responses and
avoid yes/no answers

*Empower the person you are asking to access their
internal resources @

© 2017 Building Connections Publishing Inc. All rights reserved www.connect2learning.com
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A Ref_lection on Feedback...

MELazerte Catch Lead.

p

| Learning

P "
Feedback crafted based on class visits/walkthroughs

March 7, 2017

Noticing...

Mediative Question

| noticed that you used the student
example of writing as a teaching tool?

What were the reasons that you chose
that piece of student work?

I noticed you wrote proficient and then
asked what would move proficient to
excellent.

In what ways does your instruction
allow your students to know the
difference between proficient and
excellent?

I noticed that when prompted,
students began conversations quickly
within their table groups.

In what ways have you put structures in
place so that all students have a voice
in the conversation?

I noticed that there were six groups of
six students?

In what ways do these groupings
contribute to the learning environment
of your classroom?

| noticed that you gave your students a
copy of the essay and it was up on the
whiteboard to reference.

In what ways do you use these tools to
enhance instruction?

Inoticed you used a writing sample
from a student in your class.

|'am wondering what process you used
to get students to a level of comfort to
share their work?

I noticed that you used a student
exemplar to teach about the structure
of the essay.

In what ways will students give each
other feedback on their essays and
how or when will they have a feedback
conversation with you?

| noticed that your students were
sitting in small groups.

In what ways are the groups formed?

I noticed that you called on students to
contribute to classroom conversations.

How do you make decisions about
which students to call on?

I'noticed you had some points or
questions written on stickies written on
the board ledge.

What other strategies do you use to
plan effective questioning in your
lesson?

I noticed social media, current events
were used.

In what ways does this enhance
student engagement in your class?

2018 Building Connections Publishing Inc. All rights reserved www.connect2learning.com
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A Reflection on Feedback...

| noticed that some students raised
their hands, some call out, and some
remain silent.

In what ways do you check for
understanding in those students who
are less likely to participate?

I noticed that students were engaged.

How do you check for understanding
of all students?

I noticed that you used personal
i ion to connect to the lesson.

How does this improve student
?

I noticed you engaged students in real-
life, authentic situations.

How do you account for students who
may not have extensive background

I noticed that students had a recording
form.

How might you use this as an
tool?

I noticed you taking answers from
those who volunteer.

In what ways do you engage those
who do not typically raise their hands?

I noticed that you had “North Korea-
What do you expect to see?” on the
board.

How are you able to build this
background information?

I'noticed about 1/3 of students
responded out loud and most
responding in writing.

What strategies do you have in place
to hear every student's voice?

© 2018 Building Connections Publishing Inc. All rights reserved www.connect2learning.com

What are your reasons for ?
In what ways does the strategy of

make you a more effective classroom teacher?
Whatis your thinking about 7

I notice many visual tools on the walls. What
processes do you use to cue students to use them to
support their own learning?

In what ways has your rubric enhanced learning?

In what ways do you know you met the goals of the
lesson, for both the students and yourself?

I noticed the daily visual and written Guided Reading
activities schedule posted on your wall. | am
wondering about the challenges of working with your
quided reading group while the rest of your students
are working independently on the assigned activities.

As | observed your math lesson today, the student
were involved in solving addition and subtraction

questions. | am wondering how you can use math
vocabulary in other subject areas?

Inoticed you are posting the learner objectives/

outcomes for students to view. In what ways might this

deepen their understanding of the concepts taught?

As | watched your students interact i their centres
with high levels of engagement,in what ways are
you assessing your high, medium and low learners?
(formatively and summatively?)

The compilation of questions
enclosed is a collaborative effort
from M.E. LaZerte Catchment and
J. Percy Page Catchment schools.

1B EDMONTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS

“Mediative questions cause deep thinking!”

Whatis a
mediative
question?

Mediative questions:
Are open-ended (allow for multiple responses and avoid yes/no answers)
Elicit a slow response
Move thinking from reaction to reflection
Empower the person being asked to access their internal resources

Mediative questions get us thinking deeply about practice. See inside for some
examples that have been developed.

© 2018 Building Connections Publishing Inc. All rights reserved www.connect2learning.com
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I noticed that students were given directions upon
entry and they had a copy of the essay that contained
markups done by them, as well as pre-existing
markups. The materials on stuents’ desks were
materials needed for learning. In what ways have
you set up your class prior that enables the effective
decontextualization of the essay to occur?

1 observed that you used the student example of
writing as a teaching tool. What were the reasons
that you chose that piece of student work?

I noticed you wrote proficient and then asked what
would move proficient to excellent. In what ways
does your instruction allow your students to know the
difference between proficient and excellent?

I noticed that there were six groups of six students.
In what ways do these groupings contribute to the
Iearning environment of your classroom?

1 noticed that your students were stting in small
groups. In what ways are the groups formed?

I noticed that you gave your students a copy of the
essay and it was up on the whiteboard to reference.
In what ways do you use these tools to enhance
instruction?

I noticed students squinting as they looked at the
sample on the smartboard. | wonder what this makes
you think about?

I noticed you used a writing sample from a student in
your class. | am wondering what process you used to
get students to a level of comfort to share their work?

I noticed that you used a student exemplar to teach
about the structure of the essay. In what ways will
students give each other feedback on their essays and
how or when will they have a feedback conversation
with you?

I noticed that when prompted, students began
conversations quickly within their table groups. In
what ways have you put structures in place so that all
students have a voice in the conversation?

I noticed that you called on students to contribute to
classroom conversations. How do you make decisions
about which students to call on?

I noticed you had some points or questions written
on stickies written on the board ledge. What other
strategies do you use to plan effective questioning in
your lesson?

| saw that social media and current events were used.
In what ways does this enhance student engagement
inyour class?

I noticed that some students raised their hands, some
call out, and some remain silent. In what ways do you
check for understanding in those students who are
less likely to participate?

I noticed that students were engaged. How do you
check for understanding of all students?

1 observed that you used personal information to
connect to the lesson. How does this improve student
engagement?

I noticed you engaged students in authentic real lfe
situations. How do you account for students who may
not have extensive background knowledge?

I noticed that students had a recording form. How
might you use this as an engagement tool?

I noticed you taking answers from those who
volunteer. In what ways do you engage those who do
nottypically raise their hands?

I noticed that you had... What do you expectto
see? on the board. How are you able to build this
background information?

I noticed about 1/3 of students responded out loud and
most responding in writing. What strategies do you
have in place to hear every student’s voice?

I noticed how you presented your mapping skills on
the boards. How do you make sure all these different
tools support the students understanding?

I notice you have Signposts in your classroom for both
Fiction and Nonfiction. In what ways have you found
this to be beneficial for your students when reading
different forms of text? How does this support reading
across all curricular content?

Inoticed that you have student work eriteria posted. In
what ways have you found this to impact the quality of
student work?

1 wonder how the physical layout of a classroom
seating affects your use and presentation of material
located on the various subject anchor charts/boards
in the room.
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When feedback is a one-way transfer
from observer to teacher, it limits the
opportunity for instructional leaders to
continue to grow. Our greatest resource
for professional growth is the teachers
we supervise, who can challenge us to
think more deeply about teaching and
learning, and can push us beyond our
personal experience. susinssder
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Conversations with Ms. Faucher and Romina |
File Edt View Inset Format Tools Table Add-ons Help Al changes saved in Drive
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1 2 3 4 s & 7
Oct. 5- confederation conversation

today ms. faucher and | met about my argument for my confederation project. | have done a
good job at setting up my position in a clear way by using supporting details. but some of these
details are not in order so | need to go back and check some of my dates. i also need to
proofread because some of my sentences are missing words and it makes it confusing and this
makes my argument not as strong. Ms. faucher suggested to me that i read my argument
outloud.

Thank you for your time today Romina! - Ms. Faucher

Dec. 8- Louis Riel Documentary

i am finished my research and starting my story board. | met with Ms. faucher today because |
didn't really understand how to take my notes and put them in the story board. Ms. faucher and |
looked through my research and found that | was missing some information that is important to
the Louis Riel trial. First | am going to get that information. Ms. faucher gave me a few
suggestions on putting my notes in the story board but i liked the one about using colour and
numbers to highlight facts that are connected and then putting a number to show order.

Jan. 7-Louis Riel Documentary

| met with ms. faucher at lunch today to go over my finished project before it is due. | brought my
peer review to help show where i thought i improved my movie. My feedback was that | did a
good job using images and music to help make my movie interesting. | need to state my POV
earlier so my audience knows if | think he was a hero or a traitor. right now it is at the end and it
is making it hard to know what side i am showing.

Romina, | want to add that you are also under the time minimum for the project. We discussed
that once you add in the information you are missing and take some time to explain your POV
off the top. that this should brina vou up to the time exectation. - Ms. Faucher
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Dialogue: Assessment Strategy 4 :a

The presenting teacher responds to these questions:

Describe your artifact, including why this was the strategy, idea,
or concept that you chose to apply from the last session?

In what ways does your artifact connect to curricular
expectations?

What did you notice about the use of this strategy on your
students’ learning?

As a result of applying this strategy, idea, or concept, what have
you learned?

What refinements might you make another time?

Colleagues respond after the above questions have been
answered:

What additional questions do you have for your colleague?
What might you take from your colleague’s work that will impact
your thinking or action?
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| used to... write only one idea for my reader.
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-

Now ... have 3 ideas for my reader! | am making it more interesting by having more details. | use juicier

words too. Like exercise, calm and relaxed.
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Student evidence consistently and
independently demonsirates the student...

¢ Understonds ond opplies mathematical concepts
being studied [evidence inchudes work samples,
discustions, conlorances, teks, quizzes, dass
week and demonsiratons)

¢ Artcolates clear understanding cf mothemancal
concepls and gives everyday exomples of use
fevidence mchider performance satks,
sell assessments, reflectons, jourmal enlries and
teocher observations)

*  Works effecivaly by seff and with others
jsea critleria and rubrcs wed)

*  Uses mothemeheal habits’

CD'\MEQ‘\ assessment scores: 4
All tests and quizzes: 93% . 100%

isessment of Learning (Example)

Student evidence comu'anﬂy and
independently demonsirates the student...

¢ Understands and usuolly apples mathematical
corcepls being sudied (evidence inchudes work
samples, ditcuttioas, conferences, lests, quizzes,
class work and demonsrohons)

¢ Needs support to erticulate undersianding of
mathematcal concepts and give everyday

of use fevidence inchides rofl

ourmal entries and leacher cbiervahons|

¢ Works effectvely by self and with cthers mest of
the time [see criteria and rubrics used)

*  Uses mathematical 'habuty’

Common assessment scores: 3 or 4
Al tests and quizzes: 85% . 92%

What is the Pattern?
What is the Trend?

Student evidence consistently and
independently demonstrates the student...

*  Shows o growing usdersianding of mathematical
concephs baing sudied and applies them wih
support [eviderce ncludes work tamples,
discussions, conlerences, lesls, quizzes, class
waork and demonsirahons)

*  Arhculotes o growing undersionding of
mathemahicol coscepts and it cble to sccasicnally
@ve everyday examples of use [endence indude

rfe fosks, self , reflections,
journal entries and seacher observations|

o Werks eflacsvely by sell and with cthers with
suppor! [see crdena and rubrics used)

o s baginnieg ¥ use mathematical "habits’

Common assessment scores: 2 or 3
All rests and quizzes: 72% - B4%
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Thank you!
You can contact me at
sandra@connect2learning.com

You can follow me at
@Sandra_Herbst

You can read my blog at
httn://sandraherbst.blogspot.ca/
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