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Adult Learner Outcomes 
We will… 

 
•  Consider powerful, practical and informed assessment 

strategies to use with student learners. 
•  Refer to the big ideas and research as articulated in 

Growing Success. 
•  Explore practical ways to work with colleagues to 

deepen our understanding of practices. 
•  Think about how assessment information impacts our 

instructional design and sequence. 
•  Reflect on our learning and make connections by 

engaging in reflection and group dialogue. 
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What is an idea or strategy 
that you recall from our 
work together in the fall? 
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Co-constructing 
criteria…collecting 
evidence…providing 
feedback 

Students brainstorm what they 
already know about solving 
problems completely. 
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Co-constructing 
criteria…collecting 
evidence…providing 
feedback 

Gather and post the initial ideas 
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Co-constructing 
criteria…collecting 
evidence…providing 
feedback 

Students select seven 
details to put into their 
feedback form.  Teacher 
solves a math problem in 
multiple chunks. Students 
write down the evidence that 
they see in the model 
related to each detail.  They 
also add anything else that 
they notice that would make 
the criteria more complete. 
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Co-constructing 
criteria…collecting 
evidence…providing 
feedback 

Gather and post the additional 
ideas that were noted through the 
modelling sequence 
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What counts, matters, and is important when I justify my math thinking to someone else? 

Students need to 
develop 
confidence in 
their abilities to 
reason and justify 
their 
mathematical 
thinking. 
MAT521A 
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What counts, matters, and is important when I reflect on my learning and experiences? 

Reflect on 
successful 
movement 
solutions and 
propose how they 
can be transferred 
to new movement 
challenges. 
PED801A 
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product 
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Instructionally 
significant 

Qu’est-ce qui est important dans une discussion? 
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What	Counts	in	Collabora/on?	

	
	

Criteria Details 

Communicates in a positive 
way 

Uses respectful language 
Minimizes negative expressions 
Listens to the ideas of others 
Listens to the concerns of others 
Responds positively to others 
Does not “put down” others 
 

Understands and stays 
focussed on the task 

Understand the task 
Attends 
Is punctual 
Is prepared 
Fulfills the assigned role within the group 
Does share of the work 
Works towards the goal 
Stays on task 
Shares information 
 

Engages with others 
cooperatively 

Participates in discussion 
Cooperates 
Compromises as necessary 
Reflects on the work 
Builds relationships with others 
Works to resolve conflict 
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Co-constructing criteria with 
students:  Instructional Decisions 
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Co-constructing Criteria –  

A Four-Step Process 
 

• Brainstorm a list 
• Sort and categorize 
• Make and post a T-chart 
• Use it. Revise. 
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Gregory,	Cameron,	Davies	(2011)	
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What might you have 
heard or seen that will 
impact your practice in 

relation to co-
constructing criteria 
with your students? 
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Now that I have criteria…now what? 
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Summing up the process: 
 
• Ask the question, “What counts 
in a _____? 
• Examine part of a sample and 
brainstorm ideas. 
• Record the ideas on strips so 
they can be viewed by all. 
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Summing up the process: 
 
• Examine another chunk of the sample. 
• Continue until all ideas have been 
surfaced. 
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Summing up the process: 
 
After students have finished their 
brainstorming teacher(s) notes 
anything else that might be 
needed showing an example in 
the sample. 
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Using it: 
 
Then students 
practice by finding 
proof in... 
 
-another sample. 
-in their own work. 
-in someone else’s 
work. 
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Teachers’ professional judgment is 
more reliable and valid than external 
tests....	

ARG 2007: The Role of Teachers in the Assessment of Learning 

Evaluation: www.assessment-reform-group.org/publications.html  
ARG 2007: Teachers’ Summative Assessment 
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...when they have been involved in 
examining student work, co-
constructing criteria, scoring the 
work and checking for inter-rater 
reliability.... 

ARG 2007: The Role of Teachers in the Assessment of Learning 

Evaluation: www.assessment-reform-group.org/publications.html  
ARG 2007: Teachers’ Summative Assessment 
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Reading 
strategy 
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As you consider the curricular outcome that 
you have identified in your review… 

•  Describe specifically what you would be 
looking for or listening for.  List these 
attributes. 

•  In what way(s) will you record students’ 
attainment of these attributes, so that you 
have evidence that outlasts the 
observation or the conversation? 

Triangulation for validity’s sake 
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The Thinking Symposium: 
Assessment for/as 
Learning 
 
Day Two 

with Sandra Herbst  
April 2017 
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Historically, the phrase pedagogical 
documentation has been used in 
reference to teacher action. We reframe 
it to include the deep involvement of 
students, regardless of their age. 
Students are an essential part of the 
process of collecting evidence of their 
learning. It is not enough for teachers to 
collect evidence of learning—students 
need to do the same.  And if we do not 
involve students in their own 
pedagogical documentation, we rob 
them of significant learning 
opportunities. 

Pedagogical Documentation 
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Share with your colleague your initial thinking 
regarding your curricular outcome.  Your 
colleague provides feedback using this 
frame… 

•  One connection that I am making as you 
describe this to me… 

•  One thing that you may want to consider… 

Consulting Line – Round One 
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Share with your colleague your initial thinking 
regarding your curricular outcome.  Your 
colleague provides feedback using this 
frame… 

•  I notice that you… 
•  One thing that you may want to consider… 

Consulting Line – Round Two 
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Share with your colleague 
something that has shifted in your 
thinking as a result of listening to 
others. 

Consulting Line – Round Three 
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Conditions for 
feedback – see 
foreword by Dr. H. 
Andrade in Self-
Assessment and 
Goal Setting 

©	2017	Building	ConnecBons	Publishing	Inc.	–	All	rights	reserved			www.connect2learning.com	



The	Thinking	Symposium	April	2017	

sandra@connect2learning.com	 31	

©	2017	Building	ConnecBons	Publishing	Inc.	–	All	rights	reserved			www.connect2learning.com	

																																																																																©	2016	connect2learning		All	rights	reserved			www.connect2learning.com	



The	Thinking	Symposium	April	2017	

sandra@connect2learning.com	 32	

																																																																																©	2016	connect2learning		All	rights	reserved			www.connect2learning.com	

Model annotating work using the 
language of criteria 
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Students annotate work using the language of criteria 
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Find evidence of criteria 
in work and describe 
why it is good evidence 
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Protocols: 
•  are structured sets of guidelines to promote 

effective and efficient communication and 
problem solving. 

•  help to focus on the task at hand and mitigate 
the default conversation style of a group. 

•  don’t need to be fancy or overly complicated in 
their instructions; what they need to do is provide 
a structure that forces people to do things that 
they wouldn’t naturally do. 

Protocols as Intentional Interruption 
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Artifact Interview Protocol 
Take a look at the artifact that your colleague 
brought with him/her. Your colleague does not 
share any information about the artifact with you. 
•  Describe the artifact. 
•  What do you think the artifact provides 

evidence of? 
Your colleague now speaks in the same way 
about your artifact. 
(5 minutes) 
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Artifact Interview Protocol 
•  Describe the artifact. 
•  What does this artifact provide 

evidence of? 
•  In what ways does this artifact 

provide evidence of how you teach? 
•  In what ways does this artifact 

provide evidence of about how you 
learn and how your student learn? 
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Artifact Interview Protocol 
Talk with your colleague about the following 
question: 
In what ways was my understanding of your 
artifact impacted from my initial assumptions to 
this point? 
(5 minutes) 
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															Thank you! 
 

You can contact me at 
sandra@connect2learning.com  

 
You can follow me at 

@Sandra_Herbst 
 

You can read my blog at 
http://sandraherbst.blogspot.ca/ 
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